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Steve Edwards-Bridges International

Chicago Training and Outreach

On our first day we visited “Little India” of Chicago,
a concentration of South Asian shops and residents. |
made a cultural faux pas with a shopkeeper who turned
out to be from Pakistan. So, although I was teaching on
Indian/Hindu culture and religion my most extended
contact on campus was with a Muslim from Pakistan.
Ironic. Or was it karma? When I met A he told me his
name referred to a person who was wise in matters of
faith. I asked if that was true of him and he smiled and
shrugged. Shy he was not, especially in religion. If any-
thing he was too loud.

I ran into him again later that afternoon and he joked
that I was following him. I wasn’t. But by the end of
the week it must have seemed that way. I think we ran
into each other almost every day. Sometimes we just
exchanged greetings. Other times we talked about faith
and religion. He was sort of a free-thinking Muslim with
Hindu ideas thrown in.

On the last day, I hoped I might meet him and get to
share the gospel more clearly. Around dusk, I stepped
outside for some air and noticed him sitting alone. So
we ended up talking for an hour or so about the gospel.
Like many students from South Asia, many of his objec-
tions came from nominal “Christianity” and misinforma-
tion. But he was at least willing to think and questioned
many Muslim traditions. When we parted, I left a gospel
booklet with him and encouraged him to read the NT for




Steve Edwards continued

himself rather than depending on what others said about it. “To drink from
the fountain and not the puddles”. It seemed clear that God arranged for us
to meet. Karma?-probably not.

On our last night in Chicago, we learned of a couple working with Chi-
nese students on that campus who had been praying for years that God
would send others to reach out to the Indian students there. So it is little
wonder that we saw so many answers to prayer. The repeated refrain of
“the good hand of the LORD” in Ezra from my devotions seemed to fit our
daily experience.

We really had a wonderful time there and it is hard to think of how it
could have gone better. The teaching times were well received and guest
speakers made it especially helpful. By the end, some who admitted that
they hadn’t reached out to Indians in the past out of fear left with smiles
and stories of how much they learned and enjoyed sharing with the stu-
dents they met.

Deacon Of The Week

Aue | Aug 8 Nursery
Jerry Sammons Levern Oxendine Workers

Deacon’s Meeting
Monday, August 2

Sunday, Aug 1

6:30pm Nur A - Ronnie & Karen Eades
Nur B - Janice May & Mary
Schipman
Baby Lavette Needs

Sunday, Aug 8
Nur A - Gaye Olson & Doris Helms
Nur B - Dathene Phillips & Kim

Our Baby Layette
Ministry is in desper-

4 )

Opportunities With Purpose
Sundays Wednesdays
9:45am  Bible Study 4-5:30pm  Servant Evangelism
11:00am  Morning Worship Service  6:00pm  Prayer/Bible Study
12:00pm  Hospice Meal (Aug 8) Business Mtng (Aug 4)
Church Office Hours
Mondays Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
6:30 D s Meeting (Aug 2 8:30am-2:30pm
~=upm eacon’s Meeting (Aug 2) Matthew’s Office Hours
Mon., Tues., Thurs., 8am-4pm

ate need of baby bot- Walker
tles. We don’t have
any! Donations would
be greatly appreciated.
oy Our Wednesday fellow-

If you have any ques-
tions, please see Janice
May.

ship meals will resume
on August 18.

\_

dehif
i

Van Drivers

Our Records Aug 1 Aug 8
Sunday, July 18 Diane Buys Levern Oxendine

Bible Study - 33
Worship - 48
Offerings - $1,830.95

704-377-7440 704-542-9547

Sunday, July 25
Bible Study - 49
Worship - 70

August Birthdays

Offerings - $2,820.65 Buddy Guin 10

Carol Fox 11

Sarah Helms 21

~ Karen Artz 22

4 Summer Ward 24

WO{“] Evelyn Smith 29
Hospice Meal SYAH Club

Our next meeting will be Thursday,
August 12 at 10:30am

Sunday, August 8
12:00pm




Sunday’s Schedule

9:45am Bible Study

11:00am Morning Worship Service

August 201

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 4-5:30pm 5 6 7
. wy—A Servant Evangelism
Ronnie & Karen E
Nursery B ~ 6:00pm
Janice M, Mary S Dea C onos Prayer/Bible Study/
Deacon 6:30pm Business Meeting
Jerry Sammons
8 Nursery A 9 10 11 4-5:30pm 12 13 14
Gaye O, Doris H Servant Evangelism
Nursery B
Dathene P, Kim W P %}@1@ g SYAH Club
Deacon rayer/Bible Study 10:30am
Levern Oxendine
Hospice Meal
15 16 17 18 4-5:30pm 19 20 21
Nursery A Servant Evangelism
Katie E, Sarah H 5:45pm
Nursery B Pray_ & Walk Fellowship Meal
Christie T 10:30am 6:30pm
Deacon Prayer/Bible Study/Kids
Bu—ddy Guin In Action
22 Nursery A 23 24 25 4-5:30pm 26 27 28
Stephanie G, Louise S Servar;t ‘]‘Esvangellsm
:45pm
Nursery B Fellowship Meal
Beverly O, Sharon W .
_ 6:30pm
G.Y.M. for Kids Prayer/Bible Study/Kids
Deacon In Action
Bill Smith
29 Nursery A 30 31

Martha A

Nursery B
Kara S & Joe H

Lordds Sufy

Deacon
Dudley Lord
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